The role of pulmonary metastasectomy for hepatoblastoma in children with metastasis at diagnosis: Results from the JPLT-2 study.
The purpose of this study was to clarify the role of pulmonary metastasectomy in hepatoblastomas with lung metastasis at diagnosis. We reviewed cases enrolled in the JPLT-2 study. A total of 360 cases with hepatoblastoma were enrolled. The clinical courses and outcome of 60 cases with pulmonary metastasis at diagnosis were reviewed, focusing on metastasectomy. Induction chemotherapy resulted in eradication of nodules in 26, residual nodules in 33, and early treatment-related death in one. Of the 33 cases with residual nodules, 11 underwent complete resection of the lung lesions, and among these, progression was reported in five. Complete resection of the liver tumor was not achieved in two of these. Three underwent incomplete resection of lung nodules, eventually leading to progression. Twelve cases with incomplete or no liver tumor resection progressed regardless of the status of lung lesions. Contrarily, among patients who underwent complete resection of the liver tumor, half were cured without metastasectomy. Metastasectomy for residual pulmonary nodules after induction chemotherapy is effective provided that the liver tumor could be completely resected. Prospective Cohort Study. Level II.